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Choose longer life with motion plastics from igus at Scotland Works 

 

Motion plastics specialist igus will be participating in this year’s Scotland Works, exhibiting at Maintenance 

Scotland. During the event, which runs from 3rd to 4th May at the SECC Glasgow, igus will highlight to machine 

builders and system integrators the many benefits of switching from metals to engineering plastics, particularly for 

bearings and energy chains. 

 

“Our range of bearings and chain systems for carrying cables or hoses have one thing in common,” says Matthew 

Aldridge, Managing Director, igus. “They are both made from engineering plastics and, unlike their metal 

counterparts, they are inherently self-lubricating and corrosion resistant, as well as tough and long lasting.” 

 

By switching from traditional metal bearings to engineering plastic bearings, the key benefit is that they are virtually 

maintenance-free, as they are self-lubricating. The decisive reason to use plastic energy chains, as opposed to 

metal parts, is that they are corrosion-free. Thanks to extensive testing in its 2,750m² test lab in Cologne, igus 

engineers can accurately predict the service life of components, offering reliability guarantees.  

 

On show for the first time at the event are igus smart plastics. This represents the next step for more connected 

‘factories of the future’, where automated condition monitoring and predictive maintenance will help improve 

reliability and reduce maintenance costs further. 

 

In terms of operation, igus smart cables, chains and linear bearings constantly monitor themselves, providing 

performance data and early warning of critical wear. The products are equipped with a range of sensing 

technologies and monitoring modules, which allows local data collection and analysis. A communications module 

takes the data from the machines and transmits it to customers’ IT infrastructure or a data cloud. Alerts are sent 

when measured values exceed thresholds, allowing timely maintenance or replacement. 

 

“Data transparency takes the black art out of maintenance, and turns it into a science,” concludes Matthew 

Aldridge. “There is an open invitation to anyone at Scotland Works to visit our stand (# M56) and we’d be more 

than happy to explain why we believe engineering plastics are much better than their metal counterparts.” 

 

If you would like to make an appointment, please email Megan Campbell: mcampbell@igus.co.uk and for 

further information, please visit: www.igus.co.uk or call igus directly on 01604 677240. Follow us at 



twitter.com/igusUK, watch our videos at www.igus.co.uk/YouTube, connect with us at 

www.igus.co.uk/Facebook and read our blog on blog.igus.co.uk. 

 

– Ends – 

 

About igus: 

Based in Northampton in the UK and with global headquarters in Cologne, Germany, igus is a leading 

international manufacturer of energy chain systems and polymer plain bearings. The family-run company 

is represented in 35 countries and employs approximately 3,000 people worldwide. In 2015, igus 

generated a turnover of 552 million euros with motion plastics, plastic components for moving 

applications.  

 

With plastic bearing experience since 1964, cable carrier experience since 1971 and continuous-flex 

cable since 1989, igus provides the right solution based on 100,000 products available from stock with 

between 1,500 and 2,500 new product introductions each year. igus operates the largest test laboratories 

and factories in its sector to offer customers quick turnaround times on innovative products and solutions 

tailored to their needs. 
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